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Summer Reading Program 2023

The teachers at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School would like to bring some summer 

reading your way! We want to make sure kids are continuing to read and appreciate 

literature, even through the summer. We have compiled a list of required books for 

incoming Kindergarten through 8th grade students. Teachers have also added reading 

activities to do throughout the summer. As an incentive for reading throughout the summer, 

your child can earn a free dress pass. See the attached forms for details. The books are 

available through the OLL Library, Fort Vancouver Library, Amazon, Goodwill, OLL 

alumni…Please let us know if you need a copy. 

We look forward to the sense of community that a universal Summer Reading Program will 

bring to the Lourdes family. Please feel free to make this a family activity and enjoy the 

books together. Involve yourself in the reading process as you feel is appropriate for your 

child’s reading level. You can combine this with other summer reading programs such as 

Barnes & Noble or your local public library.

Incoming Grade Title/Author

Kindergarten Any Pete the Cat book / James Dean

1st Any Elephant and Piggie book / Mo Willems

2nd Any Henry and Mudge book / Cynthia Rylant

3rd Freckle Juice / Judy Blume

4th Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing / Judy Blume

5th The Report Card / Andrew Clements 

6th Wonder /  R.J. Palacio

7th The Boys in the Boat *Young Readers Edition*/ Daniel James Brown

8th Chasing Lincoln’s Killer / James L. Swanson



Earn a Free Dress Pass!! 

Keep track of the books you read this summer
by writing down the titles. 

K-3 Read 6 books (age/reading level appropriate)
4-8 Read 3 books (age/reading level appropriate)

Turn this form into the Library the first week of school to get your free dress pass. 

Name: Grade:



8th Grade Summer Reading: Work to go along with Chasing Lincoln’s Killer. (Page 1 of 2)
Questions to answer while reading.  Please write your answers in a Google Doc.  When you are back in 
school in the fall, you will upload your responses to an assignment posted in Google Classroom.  

From 1861-1865
1. On what were the northern and southern economies based?
2. How did the North’s view of slaves differ from the South?

Prologue
1. Why were people celebrating across the north?
2. Foreshadowing is when the author gives advance sign or warning of what is to come in the future.  

What example of foreshadowing is used in the prologue?

Chapter 1 (Part 1 - pg. 9-20)
1. Why was John Wilkes Booth depressed?
2. Who is Mary Surratt?
3. How does the point of view affect the mood of this chapter?

Chapter 1 (Part 2 - pg. 20-31)
1. What was the role of each of the conspirators?

a. Atzerodt: ________________________
b. Powell: _________________________
c. Herold: _________________________
d. Booth: _________________________

2. What motivated Booth to plan a triple assassination to occur simultaneously?
3. Describe the Figurative Language used in the underlined part of this quote:

a. “...Booth and his henchmen planned like highway robbers, to ambush Lincoln’s carriage at 
gunpoint” (24).

Chapter 2
1. What surprised Booth has he approached the door that led directly to Lincoln?
2. Describe how the bullet struck Lincoln.
3. How does the ticking clock contribute to the rising action in this chapter?

Chapter 3
1. Describe the 3 problems Powell had.
2. What can you infer about Powell based on the events of this chapter?

Chapter 4 (Part 1 - pg. 60-69)
1. How did the people in the theater react after Lincoln was shot?
2. “His hard riding kept him (Booth) ahead of the news” (63). What does this statement mean?

Chapter 4 (Part 2 - pg. 69-77)
1. Why is Laura Keene remembered in history?
2. Why did Dr. Leale take great care in keeping Lincoln alive at Ford’s Theater?

Chapter 5 (Part 1 - pg. 78-89)
1. How did the news of Lincoln’s assassination spread?  How does it contract to how news travels in 

today’s time period?

Chapter 5 (Part 2 - pg. 90-100)
1. Why did Booth consider the Mudd farm his sanctuary?
2. Do you agree with Stanton removing Mary Todd Lincoln from Lincoln’s bedside?



8th Grade Summer Reading: Work to go along with Chasing Lincoln’s Killer. (Page 2 of 2)
Chapter 6
1. Who succeeded president Lincoln?
2. How did Mudd react when he heard the news of Lincoln’s assassination?
3. On page 105, Swanson writes, “The only sound in the room was the squeaking of the 

screws being tightened in the holes.”  How does this use of imagery contribute to the 
mood of this chapter?

Chapter 7
1. Why were the manhunters in Washington frustrated?
2. “The Union army never caught him in action - he was a river ghost to the boys in blue 

uniforms” (118).  Describe the metaphor. 

Chapter 8 & 9
1. How did Booth react to the new of Powell’s attack on Seward?
2. “Every building lining the avenue wept with black crepe” (140).  Identify and describe 

the personification and what it means.

Chapter 10
1. What did Mudd end up telling the calvary?
2. On page 146, Booth tried to give Thomas Jones money for his help.  Even though he 

was considered penniless, why do you think Thomas refused to take the money?

Chapter 11 (Part 1 - pg. 151-163)
1. What did Herold confess to Jett?
2. “Lincoln’s assassins had just walked into a trap” (63).  Explain the impact & purpose 

this had in the story.

Chapter 11 (Part 2 - pg. 164-177)
1. Why did Booth want to die instead of going back to Washington?
2. On page 175, Booth said, “Tell Mother I die for my country.”  What inference about 

Booth can be made from this quote?

Chapter 12 & Epilogue
1. What are your final thoughts about Booth, his action, and the manhunt?  Write at 

least 3 sentences.
2. On page 193, the author writes, “And yet, we still remember Booth.  But he is not the 

hero.” Do you think we should continue to talk and write about Booth and his 
notorious actions?  Why or why not?  Write at least 3 sentences.


































